New and unusual infections in neutropenic patients.
Infections in immunocompromised patients with cancer are common and the primary risk factor is neutropenia, usually induced by chemotherapeutic agents. The spectrum of bacterial infection is shifting from gram-negative to gram-positive. The array of fungal infections in cancer patients is expanding to include organisms previously unknown as invasive human pathogens. New species are being defined to explain extant pathologies, and free living algae are now emerging as pathogens in immunocompromised patients. Physicians must remain alert to these emerging pathogens and to the need to evaluate optimal treatments for the usual and unusual infections in neutropenic and other compromised patients with cancer and allied diseases.